RECOLLECTION AND RECOVERY
little more than a persistent and monotonous theme
if it were not for a striking narrative gift which ap-
pears advantageously in his collections of short stories
(Siidafrikaniscbe Novellen, 1913, Der Gang durch
den Sandy 1916, and Der Ricbter in der Karu, 1930),
In these tales Grimm develops a taciturn style which,
with its stress upon the relationships of family and
community, lies somewhere between the saga and the
political dossier. His widely discussed and substantial
novel, Volk obne Raum (1926), is an irregular but
concentrated account of adverse experiences in South-
west Africa. In spite of its unrelieved seriousness, the
integrity of its observation and the poignancy of its
human portraiture give it weight among the mass of
semihistorical fiction in which the pride and tribula-
tions of Germans abroad supply the all-absorbing
subject matter. Josef Ponten's (1883-1941) Volk auf
dem Wege (5 vols., 1930-1941) and the novels of
German life outside the Reich (Adolf Meschendorfer,
b. 1877, Hans Watzlik, b. 1879, Erwin Wittstock,
b. 1899, Heinrich Zillich, b. 1898) belong to this
group; they will be remembered chiefly as impressive
documents of the tenacity of the national character.

Most of these works, especially such monoliths as
Hans Friedrich Blunck's (b. 1888) Urvatersaga (1925-
1928) or even the gothic and rebarbative novels of Er-
win Guido Kolbenheyer are not easily appreciated with-
out elaborate spiritual premises and will remain, at best,
tempting hieroglyphs to the foreign reader.
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